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SUMMARY 

The OECD held the 3rd OECD Parliamentary Days in Paris on 25-27 February 2015. They included a meeting of 
the OECD Global Parliamentary Network on 25-26 February, held jointly with the NATO Parliamentary Assembly 
(PA) and with the participation of the Women in Parliaments (WIP) Global Forum; a reception (25 February); the 
3rd meeting of the OECD Parliamentary Group on Tax (26 February); and bilateral meetings with OECD experts 
and MPs (27 February). In total, 124 Members of Parliament (MPs) and 44 staffers attended the meeting. 36 
countries were represented. This included: OECD member countries Austria, Belgium, Chile, Czech Republic, 
Estonia, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Korea, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, and the United Kingdom; OECD candidate 
country Latvia; OECD key partner Indonesia; non-member countries Azerbaijan, Cameroon, Chad, Croatia, 
Georgia, Kenya, Lithuania, Malawi, Niger, Peru and Romania; and the following organisations: Council of Europe 
Parliamentary Assembly, European Parliamentary Research Service, NATO PA, Parliamentary Network on the 
World Bank and the IMF, WIP Global Forum and the World Bank. The meeting was chaired by Anthony Gooch, 
Director of Public Affairs and Communications. The programme started with a conversation on the need for a 
new approach to growth with OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurría. It included a conversation on women’s 
leadership in public life with Mari Kiviniemi, OECD Deputy Secretary-General; and featured analysis by Simon 
Upton, Director for Environment; Fatih Birol, Chief Economist, International Energy Agency (IEA); Erik 
Solheim, Chair, OECD Development Assistance Committee; Andy Wyckoff, Director for Science Technology 
and Innovation; and Thomas Liebig, Senior Migration Specialist, International Migration Division, Directorate for 
Employment, Labour and Social Affairs. 

A conversation with Angel Gurría, OECD Secretary-General 

Angel Gurría stressed the need for a new approach to growth, one that puts people and the planet first. Even if 
many OECD countries have promoted broad and deep reforms, they still face low growth, stubbornly-high 
unemployment levels and growing inequalities. Today, there is clear evidence that inequality blocks growth and 
we have economic, political but also, and more importantly, moral reasons to fight it. The OECD is working on all 
fronts of public policy to level the playing field and help countries turn economic growth into a fair distribution of 
costs and opportunities, in its member countries and also beyond in its partner countries, as well as transition 
and developing economies. This includes contributing to the reform of the international tax system and the drive 
to improve ethical standards and fight corruption. Education and skills are the fundamental building block for 
inclusive societies, particularly for the integration of migrants into labour markets; while the focus on green 
growth and the shift to a low-carbon economy are crucial, particularly in view of the COP21 discussions in 
December 2015. The only way to regain public trust and to recover from the crisis is through new economic 
thinking, new economic acting and new policy advice. 

Main discussion points/questions raised:  

 With regard to under-employment and the worsening of labour conditions as a consequence of the 
crisis, Mr. Gurría said that the labour market is at the origin of inequalities. Labour market flexibility is 
necessary, which is not synonymous with a lack of protection for workers, but as a means to facilitate 
job creation. The biggest losers from the crisis are young, male, and low-skilled, and the market is also 
becoming more segmented. Only upskilling can close this gap. Moreover, productivity needs to increase 
in order to increase wages. This cannot improve overnight and requires major structural changes, while 



 
 

its fruits have to be fairly redistributed as well. The earlier the reforms are engaged, the earlier they will 
show results.  

 On the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership, Mr. Gurría said that it represents a big 
percentage of world trade and investment and that, in the absence of a worldwide WTO-sponsored 
deal, block agreements can act as building blocks and create opportunities for growth despite public 
concern.  

 One MP asked about how the lack of trust in politics undermines democracy. Mr. Gurría responded that 
we are looking at a brave new world: attitudes and cultures have changed, e.g. on tolerance towards tax 
evasion. Our institutions have proven insufficient or inadequate to deal with some of the new issues and 
uncertainties, showing there is a need to rethink and redefine institutions on the way out of the crisis. 

 One MP asked about current OECD relations with and economic reports on Russia. Mr. Gurría 
responded that, even if the accession process is now on hold, there is still technical dialogue. The last 
report on Russia dates back to early 2013 and the next one may be published in 2016. The OECD also 
increasingly co-operates with Ukraine, with whom a memorandum of understanding has been signed. 

 On the debt crisis, Mr. Gurría explained that increasing growth is crucial to ensure that GDP grows 
faster than debt. In the case of Greece, a taskforce has been created where high-level OECD officials 
and the economic cabinet of Greece will sit down and look at mid- and long-term policies. Reform 
processes are a matter of trade-offs, and the timing aspect is also important. 

 One MP asked about how to distinguish those elements that require a global management and those 
that can be determined locally, and about where people want to have a say. Mr. Gurría responded that 
not everything lends itself to a grand international coalition, and that both the global and the local 
dimension need to be considered when looking at issues like green growth, innovation policies or 
development. 

Aligning Policies for a Low-Carbon Economy 

Simon Upton explained how - despite a zero carbon objective set for the 2050-2100 period and a great deal of 
country negotiation - there is not much progress at the global level. We are not aligned in a transition to a low-
carbon economy. Climate policy comes on top of existing policy frameworks and policy goals. Non-climate policy 
instruments need to be better aligned with climate objectives and facilitate climate action. To tackle these issues, 
the OECD together with the IEA, the Nuclear Energy Agency and the International Transport Forum, has started 
a project on Aligning Policies for a Low-Carbon Economy to reflect on policy areas usually outside the scope of 
the climate policy portfolio. If no decisive action is taken, the impact will not only hit the environment but also 
economies: while global GDP will much larger by then, economies will be more vulnerable to shocks and the  
costs of climate change will fall unequally, with the most vulnerable suffering the most. Measures should include 
putting a price on carbon emissions; ensuring that the incentives governing rural land use support a low 
emissions profile; focusing on the carbon foot-print of long-lived infrastructure; addressing urban development to 
encourage low emissions mobility solutions; and ensuring that social policies are designed to cope with the 
disruptions caused by innovation, since the transition to a low-carbon economy implies a massive ‘re-wiring’ of 
the economy. It is important that governments make sure all relevant Ministers and Ministries are involved in the 
process.  

Main discussion points/questions raised:  

 An MP commented that renewables usually do not work without substantial subsidies. Mr. Upton 
responded that a simple carbon price would have a big impact. In some countries, subsidies have 
reduced the cost of energy from renewable sources, but in others renewables have been able to 
compete with other energy sources. 

 An MP asked if energy self-sufficiency can only be achieved through fossil fuels. Mr. Upton responded 
that renewables can be involved in the process as well. In the case of Europe, energy security can be 
improved by better interconnection. 

 Responding to a question on biomass, Mr. Upton said that some uses of biomass are very bad from a 
climate point of view, but some are beneficial. For example, the use of biomass which converts it to char 



 
 

that can be stored can be positive from a climate perspective, but such technologies are not used today. 
We need to ensure that if we promote technical solutions, they are ones that makes sense from a 
climate perspective. 

 An MP asked about the risk of carbon leakage. Mr. Upton responded that carbon leakage is a huge 
political problem for which there is no simple solution. The obvious one would be a multilateral 
agreement, but we have failed to achieve that so far.  

 An MP asked how important it is for governments to be consistent, citing the Netherlands as an 
example of being poor at keeping a policy for more than four years. Mr. Upton responded that a target 
that starts modestly and is consistently increased way is the best way to go. If policies are inconsistent 
and too ambitious, they will not last. For example, British Columbia has the best execution of a carbon 
tax we have seen: starting at CAD 10 per ton, it was increased by CAD 5 per year until it reached CAD 
30, with virtually no exemptions. Despite changes of government the tax has survived. 
 

World Energy Outlook 

Fatih Birol offered MPs an overview of the main energy issues the world is facing, namely transforming global 
energy markets as well as climate change. As the rate of growth in China’s demand for energy is slowing, India 
and countries in Southeast Asia are rising as new drivers on the market. While Africa offers vast non-renewable 
and renewable energy resource potentials, two out of three Africans still have no access to electricity. The 
geopolitical risks in the Middle East as a major oil supplier jeopardise investment and thus could hamper regional 
growth and long-terms global energy security. The Russian economy is coming under pressure as lower 
international energy prices and the effects of sanctions are decreasing oil and gas revenues that, in turn, make it 
difficult to undertake necessary investment in modern extraction technologies. On the topic of gas and gas 
security, Mr. Birol underlined the role of Liquefied Natural Gas, which offers flexibility in the context of the 
Russian-Ukrainian crisis. In light of the Fukushima incident, ageing power plants and the issue of nuclear waste, 
Europe is facing a decline in nuclear capacity, whereas the renewable energy sector is growing. Finally, Mr. Birol 
called for a firm signal on the 2°C objective at the COP21 conference in December, stating this may only be 
achieved by addressing energy issues in the first place. 

Main discussion points/questions raised:  

 An MP asked about the potential of the Trans-Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline (TANAP), a southern gas 
corridor through Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and Turkey, to improve energy security in Europe. According 
to Mr. Birol, Europe has to diversify its gas imports in order to reduce its dependency on Russia. In this 
respect, the TANAP project is promising. 

 When asked by an MP about the success of efficiency measures in the context of growing energy 
demand, Mr. Birol stated that in Europe, energy efficiency standards for electronic appliances as well as 
for cars have resulted in major savings in energy consumption. 

 An MP raised questions about Iraq’s future as a State and possible consequences for the oil market. Mr. 
Birol outlined that the country has huge resources and that the energy sector could revitalise its 
prosperity, but there are very significant challenges that first need to be overcome. 

 An MP asked for advice on Chile’s energy strategy, given that the country is largely dependent on oil 
imports without any access to gas or nuclear energy. Mr. Birol outlined his plans for the IEA and Chile to 
work more closely together on energy policy.  

 When asked about his opinion on the role of fracking, Mr. Birol emphasised the need for strict rules that 
prevent environmental damages. In the field, China has assumed a leading role. 

 Finally, when asked about his assessment of possible consequences of the sanctions against Russia, 
Mr. Birol stated that they may cause serious downward pressure on oil production in the long run. 
Russian fields are old and require new technologies, which are difficult to obtain without access to 
Western investment. 



 
 

Rethinking Development Finance 

In his keynote, Erik Solheim reminded MPs that against common perception, development co-operation can be 
successful when there is political will. To finance development, Mr. Solheim stated that three complementary 
sources must be taken into account: First, aid for development needs to be increased and better targeted 
towards the least developed countries. Second, public policy tools have to be developed in order to leverage 
private investment in favour of developing countries. Third, tax regimes have to be implemented effectively to 
benefit education and health systems at the domestic level.  

Indonesian MP Nurhayati Ali Assegaf complemented the presentation by discussing the Indonesian experience 
of decentralisation that has provided new opportunities (e.g. through local taxes). However, she asserted that 
economic development now requires a human vision focused on investment in infrastructure and access to 
sustainable social protection. Finally, she called for support on green technology matters and for strengthening 
the OECD relations with her country. 

Main discussion points/questions raised:  

 One MP spoke in favour of stronger engagement of national and international agencies to assess risks 
and thus to promote private investment in developing countries.  

 Responding to a question about Official Development Assistance, Mr. Solheim said that despite 
promoting untied aid, practice has shown that development programmes of developed countries are 
often tied to an interest to develop a market or a sphere of influence in a developing country. 

 On the issue of governance, which was brought up by two MPs, Mr. Solheim pointed out the importance 
of leadership.  

 In response to a question on the role of local actors raised by an MP, Mr. Solheim stated that policies 
have to be implemented domestically in order for development to be successful, which is why local 
leadership is important.  

 One MP pointed out that developing countries are not sufficiently part of the OECD work on tax, and do 
not have access to tax information from developed countries. Mr. Solheim acknowledged the problem, 
pointing out challenges such as the lack of capacity of tax authorities in many developing countries. 

 

Meeting of the OECD Parliamentary Group on Tax 

Grace Pérez-Navarro stressed the importance of bringing the tax system up-to-date in order to take into account 
technological changes, new business models and the evolution of societies in a globalised world. She reaffirmed 
that stopping tax evasion is at the core of OECD and G20 countries’ agenda and that the needs of developing 
countries need to be taken into account. She gave an update on two key OECD projects: the OECD/G20 Base 
Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) project and the work on tax transparency. BEPS aims at tackling the double 
non-taxation of profits of multinational enterprises and at redesigning existing international standards to 
acknowledge the realities of globalisation, the digital economy and global value chains. The goal is to restore the 
coherence of the international business tax system and to reconnect taxation to actual substantive activities. On 
the topic of tax transparency, she stressed the importance of the Common Reporting Standard for the Automatic 
Exchange of Financial information. According to Ms. Pérez-Navarro, these issues need to be addressed in a 
holistic and coherent manner, on international and domestic levels. In this context, she stated that, Global Forum 
on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes has gained in importance with 127 member 
countries since its establishment in 2009. 
 
The discussant for this session, Dennis de Jong, Dutch Member of the European Parliament (MEP), explained 
that the European Commission has taken several actions in the field of tax evasion such as tax rulings, 
exchange of information and anti-abuse clauses in tax treaties. He stressed the need for a globally standardised 
tax policy, avoiding the multiplication of rules. Furthermore, he suggested that the participation of MPs in 
decisions on EU tax policies might stimulate the debate on the issue. 



 
 

 

 An MP argued that profits should be taxed in the country where they were generated. Ms. Pérez-
Navarro replied that this is the underlying objective of the BEPS project and mentioned that in some 
cases it is very difficult to identify the source of profits. When the MP suggested that a black list should 
be implemented by the OECD, Ms. Pérez-Navarro explained that in 2009, the Global Forum agreed to 
establish a Peer Review Group to monitor the implementation of standards on transparency and 
exchange of information for tax purposes, which has been quite effective in ensuring implementation of 
international standards. 

 When another MP called for the creation of multilateral instruments such as tax treaties to standardise 
tax policies, Ms. Pérez-Navarro agreed and noted that a multilateral instrument is still in the 
development phase. The OECD expects to complete its work on BEPS by the end of 2015 so that the 
implementation phase can begin.  

 Several MPs stressed the need for a standardised system, simpler and fairer for all businesses. 
Ms. Pérez-Navarro responded that the BEPS project was developing a multilateral convention to amend 
existing bilateral treaties in order to speed up implementation of the treaty related measures as well as 
to ensure consistency of tax regimes. 

 An MP wondered to what extent automatic exchange of information is enforceable for countries where 
there is no taxation. Ms. Pérez-Navarro reaffirmed that those countries will still need to gather 
information, while pointing out that the OECD created its standards based on the US Foreign Account 
Tax Compliance Act so that countries would not have to implement two completely different systems. 

 On the issue of costs of compliance raised by another MP, Ms. Pérez-Navarro explained that these 
would differ from country to country, depending on what information has already been gathered. She 
stressed the fact that, at this stage, the OECD cannot measure compliance costs or benefits but is 
optimistic that countries will collect taxes more efficiently once they have closed their loopholes and that 
compliance costs are minimised by the fact that we have standardised certain requirements, e.g. 
country-by-country reporting. 

 An MP asked how the tax system could increase equity. Ms. Pérez-Navarro responded that closing the 
gap between individuals who do pay taxes and those who do not would build equity and increase the 
tax revenue available to governments. This would allow for inequality to be addressed and for tax rates 
to be lowered for everybody. The same is true in the area of business taxation. With the implementation 
of BEPS, the playing field will be more level between purely domestic businesses and those that 
operate globally. 

 

Measuring the Digital Economy 
 
In his presentation on the digital economy, Andrew Wyckoff stated that in terms of digitalisation, OECD 
countries have crossed a number of critical thresholds with broadband penetration reaching 90 % in recent 
years. Because the digital economy today affects most of our tangible world, he argued that it should not be 
treated as a separate policy but has to be integrated in all relevant fields. According to him, this is all the more 
important especially when you consider that the mobile revolution has enabled people to connect from anywhere 
and at any time. On the issue of usage patterns, Mr. Wyckoff explained that there is still a difference across 
member countries and age groups, with the group of 65 to 74 year olds falling behind digital natives (16 to 40 
year olds). However, the trend is moving towards what is currently happening in countries like Denmark, where 
80% of the population are online. While more than 50% of businesses today have an online appearance, it is 
mainly the larger companies who are successful in e-commerce, with the small and medium enterprises still 
lagging behind. As we share an increasing amount of information on the Internet, Mr. Wyckoff considers digital 
security as the main challenge going forward, not only for businesses but also for consumers and their privacy. 
Skills acquisition is another issue, especially for the low-skilled who are not fit for the digital economy. 
 
The discussant for this session, Inma Riera, Spanish MEP, stated that the digital economy is the economy of 
tomorrow. She stressed the fact that we are experiencing a profound social and economic transformation that 
requires access to the internet in order to generate equal opportunities. The transition to the digital economy 



 
 

should be a fair transition in social terms and should be supported by governments. The role of the OECD, she 
argued, is essential for the success of such goals.  
 

 Two MPs were interested in the OECD’s approach to data protection and the challenge of enhancing 
transparency on social platforms. Mr. Wyckoff stressed the importance of legislation on privacy raising 
public awareness on that matter. 

 When asked by an MP how we can ensure that the digital economy creates jobs instead of destroying 
them, Mr. Wyckoff compared the digital transition to the Agricultural revolution that took people away 

from farms to the cities. Instead of creating a solution, he claimed that protectionist policies exacerbate 
the transition. Stressing the importance of education, Mr. Wyckoff acknowledged that we are in a period 
of transition, whereas in some fields, workers are being replaced by computers. Therefore, he said, we 
need effective policies to enable people to adapt to the new circumstances, for instance, through life-
long learning. 

 

Women’s Leadership in Public Life 

Speaking on women’s leadership in public life, Mari Kiviniemi stressed the importance of closing the gender 
gap, claiming that gender equality is not only an issue for women, but affects society as a whole. She presented 
findings from the OECD Gender Initiative reports, according to which women still represent less than a third in all 
branches of power in OECD member countries. With regard to the relationship between gender equality and 
economic growth, she said the reports show that there is a lower level of inequality in countries with a greater 
share of women in public life. In this context, Ms. Kiviniemi pointed out three areas that need to be improved to 
ensure better representation of women in public life. First, and despite controversy, affirmative action measures 
such as legislative action, quotas and reserved seats can be effective temporary measures. A second important 
measure is the implementation of work-life balance schemes at all levels. For instance, this includes policies to 
improve child care and flexibility at work. The third area of improvement is to provide training and sponsorship 
opportunities for women, fostering their chances for success. She also stressed the role of parliaments to 
advance a government’s measures on gender equality. To conclude, Ms. Kiviniemi reaffirmed the OECD’s 
commitment to gender equality. The Organisation acts as a strategic partner to promote dialogue and exchange 
experiences in order to achieve and sustain women’s leadership in public life. 
 
The discussant for this session, Kenyan Senator Joy Gwendo said that, according to the WIP Global Forum, it 
will take at least 47 years to reach gender parity in parliament. This, she said, is too long. Furthermore, she 
argued that gender equality and economic development are intrinsically linked, as equality not only requires 
basic rights but provides shared growth to reduce extreme poverty. To conclude, Ms. Gwendo pointed out the 
importance of family and the media in promoting the role of women in public life. 
 

 Several MPs called for women to be involved in policy decisions and for countries around the world to 
be more involved in promoting gender equality. They stressed the need for greater participation of 
women in the economy, leading to greater welfare of societies. Ms. Kiviniemi supported this view, 
pointing out that OECD work shows how gender equality increases economic growth.  

 When one MP criticised that there are not enough women in parliaments, Ms. Kiviniemi remarked that 
this is a process that takes time. She added that the G20 countries have decided to reduce the gender 
gap so that by 2025, 35% of parliamentary seats will be occupied by women. Another MP raised the 
problem of funding for electoral campaigns, which Ms. Kiviniemi acknowledged. 

 When several MPs commented on the lack of representation in leadership positions in private 
companies, Ms. Kiviniemi pointed out that the OECD is currently working on guidelines to improve 
women’s positions on corporate boards. These guidelines should be approved this year. 

 Several MPs shared experiences from their own countries concerning gender equality. 
 
 



 
 

International Migration Outlook 
 

Presenting the International Migration Outlook, Thomas Liebig said that about four million new migrants have 
come to OECD countries in recent years, including family migration, free mobility migration, labour migration and 
humanitarian migration. He explained that there has been a significant drop in free mobility migration since the 
financial crisis, which is now increasing again. Labour and family migration have both declined. Humanitarian 
migration on the other hand has increased in 2014 even though only a minority of asylum seekers obtained the 
migrant status.  He added that Germany has become the front-runner in intra-European mobility, its share rising 
from 9% to 35% between 2007 and 2013. In the OECD, the United States (US) remains the number one 
migration country, with family reunification accounting for about 75 %. Mr. Liebig stressed the importance of core 
principles for a better management of labour migration, and a flexible and appropriate infrastructure for 
international migration. He mentioned the challenges for integration, particularly the role of women and children.  
 
The discussant for this session, Roger Haddad, Swedish Member of Parliament, said that in light of the 
increased number of immigrants seeking asylum in Sweden, the country has put immigration at the forefront of 
the political debate. He stressed the need to consider migration in every aspect of society, starting with 
education, where a flexible school system is needed to facilitate access for newcomers. He also mentioned the 
capacity of state employment agencies to take this issue into account. 

 

 An MP from the UK stated that the US and Australia do better on integration than the UK. Mr. Liebig 
pointed out that the results are actually very good in the UK. For instance, young immigrants are doing 
just as well in school as children of native-born. 

 Another MP stressed the need to decriminalise migrants in the Mexican-US context. Mr. Liebig 
reaffirmed the need to get the facts and figures right, to counter populist arguments and stereotypical 
ideas. Furthermore, he argued that the US has many irregular migrants from Latin America, in particular 
Mexico. However, those migrants have high employment rates and are contributing actively to the 
economy, which is why they have relatively good outcomes when it comes to labour market integration. 

 When asked by an MP about free mobility and the impact of the Schengen Convention on immigration, 
Mr. Liebig pointed out that free mobility within Europe does not mean that immigrants from third 
countries who have a Schengen visa can permanently  anywhere in the Schengen area. 

 Another MP raised the role of women as an issue in the process of integration. Mr. Liebig reaffirmed the 
central role of women in the integration process, especially for their children.  


